2025-Palisades and Eaton Fires Conference
January 9, 2027, Hershey Hall Salon, UCLA Campus

Organizers:
Jon E. Keeley, U.S. Geological Survey & La Kretz Center UCLA
Michael  S. Rohde, CEO/Principal Consultant, Rohde & Associates

Sponsors: 		La Kretz Center for California Conservation Science
		U.S. Geological Survey, Western Ecological Research Center
		Joint Fire Science California Consortium
		Irvine Ranch Conservancy
Speakers
	Keynote Speaker:  Chief Brian Fennessy (Director, U.S. Wildland Fire Service, 
U.S. Department of the Interior)
“National Priorities and Change in Wildland Fire”
Jon E. Keeley (U.S. Geological Survey, WERC / UCLA) and Alexandra D. Syphard 					(Conservation Biology Institute)  “A Perfect Storm: Extreme winds, Extended Drought and 
Human Ignitions”
Alex Hall (UCLA):   “Understanding the relationship between weather, climate, and 
Southern California wildfire”
Mike Rohde (Rohde & Associates):  “Fuels Management in the WUI”
Laura Blaul (Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety):	
“WUI  Structural Survival during the 2025 Los Angeles Wildfires”
Travis Longcore and Willow Coleman (UCLA): 	Zone Zero Role in Structural Losses
Megan Ward-Baranyay (JPL): Assessing Structural Damage with Airborn Imagery 
Reed Kenny (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo);	“Role of Urban Trees in Fire Spread”
Dave Nissen (Deputy Chief/Fire Marshal, San Diego County Fire):	“Structural 
             Hardening of a Community-Wide Scale”
              Drew Smith (Assistant Chief, Los Angeles County Fire Department)
                           “ Fires in the Santa Monica Mountains, and lessons learned from the 2025 
                            Palisades Fire Command”
Kevin Fetterman (Senior VP, Public Safety Strategy-Watch Duty):	
                            “Communication of Fire Risk in Real Time”
Derek Alkonis (Research Program Manager, UL Fire Safety Research Institute):  “Analysis and Fact Finding-The After-Action Review of the Los 	Angeles 2025  Wildfires”
Matthew A. Thomas (U.S. Geological Survey, Landslide Hazards Program)
“"Long-term monitoring to advance hazard assessment for postfire debris flows"
Robert Garcia (Fire Chief, USDA-Forest Service, Angeles National Forest):		
                             “Past, Present and Future: Fire Management on the Angeles National Forest”
Michael O’Connell (President, Irvine Ranch Conservancy)	
“Aligning State Policy and Funding with Shrubland Fire Management Needs and Priorities”
